[image: image5.png]o

Fondazione
ARENA DI VERONA®





[image: image6.jpg]ARENA DI VERONA
98" OPERA FESTIVAL 2021

— dal 19 giugno al 4 settembre —




[image: image1.png]o

Fondazione
ARENA DI VERONA®





[image: image2.jpg]ARENA DI VERONA
98" OPERA FESTIVAL 2021

— dal 19 giugno al 4 settembre —




[image: image3.png]o

Fondazione
ARENA DI VERONA®





[image: image4.jpg]ARENA DI VERONA
98" OPERA FESTIVAL 2021

— dal 19 giugno al 4 settembre —





Press Office



           






25/05/2021

FONDAZIONE ARENA DI VERONA 
with the patronage of the Ministry for Culture
presents the extraordinary productions of the 
98th ARENA DI VERONA OPERA FESTIVAL 
and opens an international window 
on Italian culture and beauty
in collaboration with
Vaticam Museums

Vatican Apostolic Library
Fellini Museum Rimini
Fondazione Alinari per la Fotografia
Uffizi Galleries
Parma’s Museum of Chinese and Ethnographic Art
Turin’s National Cinema Museum
Turin’s Egyptian Museum 
Ferrara’s National Museum of Italian Judaism and the Shoah

Archaeological Park of Pompeii
Archaeological and Landscape Park of the Valley of Temples
Archaeological Park of Paestum and Velia
Following the innovative 2020 season, which for the first time moved the opera stage to the centre of the amphitheatre, for 2021 Fondazione Arena is also presenting a season that re-thinks the Arena’s imposing spaces in a technological manner, with a new project that intends to ideally embrace all Italy’s beauty, availing itself of the collaboration of excellent museums, galleries and artistic and cultural venues of the entire country. The last agreements are being finalized and the complete list of all the Institutions involved will be the subject of later communications.
Thanks to the fusion of the Arts of the entire country, the project has assumed such a significant cultural value that it has obtained the patronage of the Ministry for Culture, for the first time in the Festival’s history: an acknowledgement that crowns this unique joint project of the Fondazione Arena di Verona with the peninsula’s most representative cultural institutions. The initiative has also been strongly supported by the Department responsible for Archaeology, Fine Arts and Landscape for the provinces of Verona, Rovigo and Vicenza, in the person of its Director, Vincenzo Tiné, who has involved several cultural institutions of the Veneto Region, in order to also highlight the cultural and artistic heritage of our area. 

Seating for six thousand were granted by the Authorities to Fondazione Arena for the realization of the festival; a capacity that places the Verona amphitheatre as always in first place among European theatres. On Wednesday 26th May at 10:00 am the main Ticket Office reopens for new spectators and online sales begin again at the same time. To respect distancing for health reasons, Fondazione Arena is giving priority to all the spectators already holding tickets, eventually proposing new seating positions in the event of tickets no longer being available for a particular sector.
When in February, in the midst of the health emergency, in the total darkness of forecasts for the future, Fondazione Arena decided to confirm the 2021 Festival, leaving operas, dates and casts unchanged, it was clear that existing regulations imposed the necessity, on one hand to streamline the productions with a project based on new technologies, that was also an opportunity for experimenting new artistic languages for the Arena of the future; on the other, it clearly emerged that only the Theatre’s workers were able to immediately start work at the service of the Arena and for its protection, to develop this project with the times and methods dictated by the period’s particular circumstances: the idea thus came up of entrusting all the new productions to a collective team formed by the Arena’s long-lasting resources and guided by General Manager and Artistic Director Cecilia Gasdia.  
This real artistic team has therefore been working for months in an interactive manner to support an innovative experimental project with all its knowledge and skills, the experience and love necessary for rapidly managing the undeniable complexities and critical aspects of the Arena’s spaces. This unique groundbreaking choice then became a real opportunity for testing new ideas and possibilities of future work, to be faced with the necessary calmness when things return to a situation of post-pandemic normality. Therefore, a single joint project for six new operas and two symphonic appointments. In this setting, with its experimental methods and means, the ethical idea has been added of linking Fondazione Arena with Italy’s great museum and cultural excellences, which have also been closed for a very long time, for which the Arena will provide an international showcase, transforming Italian beauty into an important element in the synaesthetic narration that is a feature of opera as an art form. 
New productions and more streamlined sets will be staged, which will also be less invasive above all regarding backstage movement, during which significant space will be dedicated to part of the masterpieces preserved in Italy’s excellent museums in an ideal artistic twinning that involves the entire country. 
The most important new element is therefore the involvement of several of the world’s major cultural institutions: they too have been hard hit by the pandemic, and return to life outdoors in the suggestive setting of the Arena. In fact, each of them will make a specific contribution to the dramaturgy of an opera, in a well-balanced combination of iconography, the technology of 400 square metres of LED wall and the elements of the sets characterizing each individual production. 

Precisely to highlight the visual impact of the technology deployed, the Arena’s creative team avails itself of the collaboration of D-WOK, coordinated by Paolo Gep Cucco, the top Italian company in the creation of entertainment and video design for large sports and theatrical events, from world championships ceremonies to the most recent first night of the La Scala season, broadcast on television worldwide.
Each opera on the program will therefore have its reference and the matrix of its inspiration in one or more of the excellences of the heritage of Italy and the Vatican City: The Vatican Museums, the Vatican Apostolic Library and the Archaeological and Landscape Park of the Valley of Temples will collaborate to outline a visual setting that in the opening Double bill narrates Sicilian traditions, with particular reference to the religious context, which characterizes Cavalleria rusticana; for Pagliacci, on the other hand, there will be Fellini suggestions in collaboration with Turin’s Cinema Museum and the Fellini Museum which Rimini Municipality will shortly inaugurate.
For Aida on the other hand, Fondazione Arena identified the ideal narrative partner in Turin’s Egyptian Museum, whose extraordinary collections, among the most important in the world, will form the distinguishing element in the interaction between the ancient Roman stones of the Arena and Egyptian iconography.
In Nabucco, the collaboration with Ferrara’s Museum of Italian Judaism and the Shoah will come into play, for an excursus through the history of Italian Judaism from its origins to the 1940s. 

Turandot is on the other hand the result of the collaboration with Parma’s Museum of Chinese Art and Ethnography, not only a place for discovering treasures of far-off periods and peoples, but also for  meeting, research and opening up to remote traditional cultures, an organization that accepted Arena di Verona’ invitation, sharing the spirit of research and a desire for beauty. 
La Traviata, Verdi’s masterpiece constructed around an absolute protagonist with unique power and depth and an overwhelming impact on the society of its day, is born from a process of study on the female figure in all its forms thanks to the rich collection of Florence’s Uffizi Gallery.
On the evening dedicated to Verdi’s Requiem, the Arena’s artistic formations are celebrating the 120th anniversary of the great composer’s death with his greatest work in this genre: sacred and human, theatrical and intimate at the same time, it offers points for reflection and memory illuminated by the monumental heritage of the Archaeological Park of Paestum and Velia and the Archaeological Park of Pompeii. 

Complementary to the evening of this special event is Beethoven’s Symphony N°9, a creation that changed the history of music forever: its perfect “embrace for the multitudes” mentioned in Schiller’s Ode to Joy set to music by the genius from Bonn, is idealized in a project curated by the Fondazione Alinari per la Fotografia focussed on the iconography of city and town squares, symbolic meeting places that are universal, as is the symphony and its message of joy and hope beyond the actual music. 
The program is completed by other unique events, with the eagerly awaited debut of Jonas Kaufmann, as well as the return of dance with Roberto Bolle and Friends and the evening with Plácido Domingo, who have become real Arena favourites and creators of the Arena legend.
With its 98th Festival, Fondazione Arena will show the world the excellence of all the Arena’s staff, abandoning the personalistic logic of a famous name, and at the same time put the accent on the country’s great treasures, from the most famous to the lesser known ones, in a real joint project which, in essence, intends being the metaphor of the joint effort of all society to come through the crisis. There will be stories in which artistic, visual and musical languages are combined and where cultural Institutions join forces to bring to life innovative collaborations never previously presented on the Arena’s stage. 

”It is a great day”, states Federico Sboarina, Mayor of Verona and President of Fondazione Arena “and important objectives have been achieved, in spite of the very complicated period. When we began working on this Festival, not only did our first target, the possibility of a special seating capacity, not exist, but there was not even the possibility of staging shows. Today we are presenting the other great goal achieved: prestigious collaborations with great cultural institution that are renowned not only nationally. Courageous innovative choices, made possible thanks to all the Fondazione Arena’s collaborators. We want people to come to Verona because we can offer them shows that are unique at world level, in a theatre that is also internationally unique and in the utmost safety from the point of view of health. The Arena Festival is starting again with numerous new features with a highly innovative profile. The most important is the collaboration of the Fondazione, for the first time, with 11 top-grade cultural institutions. The Italian excellences that have been at a halt for many months will take off again from our theatre, magnet and mainstay of the musical and cultural rebirth of the entire country.”
Cecilia Gasdia, General Manager and Artistic Director of Fondazione Arena di Verona: “The requirements imposed by the pandemic on how shows were done were seen as an important opportunity to be grasped. Considering ‘traditional’ Arena productions, impressive and mainly architectural, we realized that gatherings would have been inevitable. After having carefully assessed the possible options and production times at our disposal, we launched a completely different and definitely unexpected line, highlighting our in-house staff, talents and gifts, the skills we have always cultivated, to carry out a creative project that was everyone’s, and an experience that has precedents elsewhere, even in the theatre world, but has never been done in Italy: officially launching it in our Arena is already an exalting challenge in itself. Involving the country’s artistic and cultural institutions in the challenge made it even greater: a really new operation with immense possibilities, to transform this season into a concrete symbol of which to be proud, as a shared moment for Italian culture, a perfect balance between the desire for experimentation, technical innovation and tradition, with the recovery of beauty, the heritage common to us all, of which to be proud.”
Stefano Trespidi, Deputy Artistic Director of Fondazione Arena di Verona, says, “Inventing a new production model that was really collective, was not particularly difficult. There is a team at the Arena that for decades has been responsible for the re-production of historic Arena shows respecting the original content and at the same time keeping them fresh and alive through the years. In 2018, this creative team was enriched by a great musician - Cecilia Gasdia - and by her decades of experience as an artist and an “Arena” artist, who put her legacy of artistic and creative knowledge at the disposal of this established team without any personalism, since more then over before, the operas, as the theatre always is, will be a successful team job, with interaction between set design and direction, costumes, cultural suggestions in an on-going collaboration the synthesis of which will be the surprise of every single première of the 98th Arena di Verona Opera Festival.” 

“2021 is a new starting point for Fondazione Arena”, states Gianfranco De Cesaris, Fondazione Arena’s General Director. “On one hand, with the new production model which, by means of the use of new technologies, enables us to communicate our cultural message with its contents intact and in a unique form, on the other with the new fundraising strategies that ensure the participation alongside us of the best Italian enterprises in a virtuous process of growth for the Fondazione Arena di Verona brand. For these reasons I am certain that, once the inevitable difficulties connected with the pandemic have been overcome, we will have a long scenario of development and strength ahead of us.”
So this is the collective set-up that will bring to life the shows being staged from 19th June to 4th September, starting with the eagerly awaited Inauguration with Riccardo Muti, giving a strong social and ethical character to the Festival, which becomes even more a season under the banner of responsibility, because, as well as safeguarding the Arena workers, it strengthens the economic relationship between Fondazione Arena, Verona and its territory, due to its key roles in the area’s history, culture and economy. 
Special thanks go to all our sponsors, who have confirmed their valuable contribution to supporting Fondazione Arena and its prestigious Festival, even in this difficult period.
First of all, Unicredit, who has been alongside our theatre for over 25 years, in the role of main sponsor, manager of our electronic ticket office and partner in all the Festival’s promotion activities. 

We also thank Calzedonia, Volkswagen Group Italia, DB BAHN and 102.5 and welcome PASTIFICIO RANA, the new entry among our sponsors.
A special mention also goes to all the companies, entrepreneurs, professionals and private individuals who participated in the fundraising campaigns “67 columns for the Arena di Verona” and #iosonolarena, run in recent months by Fondazione Arena.
Info 
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